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ö DEDICATION 


E 
| | The only final and infallible 
& Judge of all Controverſies. 


Thou facred Image of uncre- 
ated Light, whoſe Power and 
Influence no Bounds can circum- 
ſcribe; under whoſe View and In- 
ſpection, Time and Eternity equal- 
ly lie naked and bare; from whoſe 
awful Preſence, all the Sons of Dark- 
neſs and Impoſture fly to the remot- 
eſt Corners; whole quickening and 
ſalutary Rays alone penetrate and re- 
freſh the upright and lowly Mind; 
moſt graciouſly condeſcend to accept 
a ſlender Tribute of Homage from 
a humble Votary, who preſumes to 
conſecrate all his Labours at the Foot 
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The DEDICA TION. 


of thy celeſtial Throne; expecting 
no Indulgence, or Protection, for any 
Errors or Miſtakes that may flow 
from a weak Underſtanding, but ſe- 
curely depending on thy moſt auſpi- 
cious Patronage, for every ſincere tho 
feeble Attempt to enlarge the Borders 
of thy moſt auguft Empire. . 
And that the ſame may daily ſpread 
wider and wider, till every rational 
Being ſhall pay Thee the profound- 
eſt Submiſſion and, Obedience, and 
thy, moſt amiable Sway ſhall extend 
from Sea to Sea, through every Re- 
gion of the Univerſe, is the ardent 
Wiſh and inceſſant Prayer of the 


* 


AUTHOR, 


HER ES He 


SISSSPBSSHE TDDSSSSESSISSESSSOTHT 
An ESSA Y, Cr. 


2 O EVE R are duly acquainted 


with the Nature and Genius of 
1] Chriſtianity, muſt ſee Reaſon to ac- 
R that the Goſpel is not 


only the moſt excellent, ſublime, and perfect, 


but alſo the moſt benevolent and friendly In- 
ſtitution that ever appeared in the World; that 
it: is a true and moſt amiable Picture of the 
common Parent of Mankind, the mild and 
gracious Father of the Univerſe; and that it 
contains the cleareſt Tranſcript of his own 
Divine Image, and the brighteſt Characters 
of all his moſt glorious Per fections. 
For nothing can be more evident, than 
that the main Deſign of the Goſpel was, as to 
extend God's juſt and equal Government thro 
the World, and to eſtabliſh his Kingdom 
and Laws in the very Souls of Men, ſo alſo 
to deliver them from the grievous Chains 
and Fetters of Superſtition and W 
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to lead them out of the dark and gloomy Re- 
gions of Bigotry and Enthuſiaſm, to elevate 
their Minds far above all the low and ſordid 
Intereſts of Party and Faction, and to inſpire 
their Hearts with the nobleſt Principles, and 
moſt generous Diſpoſitiong and AﬀeCtions ; 
in a Word, to make them, like their bleſſ- 
ed Maſter, humble and, lowly in Heart, 
meek and gentle of Spirit, peaceable and 
forbearing, courteous . and condeſcending to 
all Men, and to unite all Chriſtians, by all 
the moſt kind and endearing Ties of Love 
and Affection, in all the indiſſoluble Bonds 
of Friendſhip and Harmony one with an- 
other. 

This being ſo, what can appear more 
ſtrange and ſurpriſing, than that ſo few of 
the Virtues and Beauties of this Divine 
Religion ſhould be copied out in the Lives 
and Manners of its Profeſſors ? That fo 
different a Temper ſhould prevail in thoſe 
that are called by the ſacred Name of Chri/t? 
And moſt of all, that thoſe that aſſume a 
diſtmguiſhed Character, that pretend to know 
moſt of Religion, and boaſt of the higheſt _ 
Attainments therein, ſhould be ſo fond of 
ſetting up for the Heads of a Party, be fo 
ready to break the Church into the minu- 
teſt Factions on the ſlighteſt Occaſions, and 
to exerciſe ſo much Bitterneſs and _ | 
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ſity towards all thoſe that differ from them ? 
As if Chriſtians could agree in nothing but 
in dividing the Body of Chriſt, and in cen- 
ſuring and judging, oppoſing and undermin- 
ing one another: Can we ſuppoſe this to be 
the true Genius of the Goſpel? This the 
genuine Spirit and Temper it recommends? 
Theſe the peculiar Friends and Favourites 
of Heaven? What then muſt the World 
ons our great Maſter and his Religion to 
e! 

Theſe are very grievous and humbling 
Reflections to all the ſincere Friends of 
Truth and Religion, and cannot but animate 
them with the moſt earneſt Deſire to reſ- 
cue Chriſtianity from ſuch dangerous In- 
conſiſtencies and Abuſes, and to furniſh 
Chriſtians with more noble and excellent 
Principles, to open their Minds to larger 
and more generous Conceptions, and to in- 
ſpire their Souls with all the amiable Sen- 
timents of Humanity and Candour, Bene- 
volence and Goodneſs, Love and Peace. 

Now, if we look a little narrowly into the 
. Grounds and Reaſons of this Temper and 
Conduct, we ſhall ſoon, I apprehend, per- 
ceive, chat it ariſes from a twofold Cauſe; 

from Chriſtians conceiving of the Goſpel, 
as conſiſting of a Set of mental Notions or 
doctrinal Articles, ſome of which they con- 
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ſecrate under the ſpecious Name of Funda- 
mentals ; and theſe they ſet up as the main 
Ground and Baſis of the Goſpel, and eſta- 
bliſh in the Room of true Religion, and 
at the ſame Time make them the Rule and 
Meaſure of their Temper and Behaviour to- 
wards all the reſt of their fellow Chriſti- 
ans ; which 1s really doing no more, than 
the Heathen Sophiſts and Philoſophers had 
done before them, who recommended their 
abſtruſe Speculations and metaphyſical Diſ- 
quiſitions to the People, under the falſe Maſk 
of Wiſdom, in order to draw. off their At- 
tention from the Knowledge and Service of 
the true God, and an Obedience to his Laws; 
only with this Difference, that our Chriſtian 
Brethren place Chriſt at the Head of their 
Syſtem, that, under the Patronage of ſo ſacred 
a Name, they may the more eaſily paſs their 
Decrees upon the Conſciences of Chriſtians, 
and, under Sanction of ſo great an Authority, 
take more Liberty to ſet up Parties and Fac- 


tions in the Church, and more freely exhale 


their Paſſions and Reſentment againſt all thoſe 
who do not think themſelves obliged to ſub-. 
mit unto their Deciſions 


Wherefore, in order to obviate, in ſome 
Meaſure, ſuch palpable Miſtakes, and, as far 
as poſſible, prevent the pernicious Conſequen- 


ces that generally flow from them, I ſhall not 


ä 
attempt to diſturb Chriſtians in the Poſſeſſion 
of any Doctrines they may may believe, but, 
by giving a juſt and fair Repreſentation of the 
internal Frame and Conſtitution of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, hope clearly to prove, that 
however true they may be in themſelves, they 
do not at all concern the real Eſſence or Sub- 
ſtance of true Religion, nor can in the leaſt 
affect the ſpiritual State and Condition of 
Chriſtians either in this World or another. 

In Purſuit of this, I propoſe to examine in- 
to the Nature and Quality of fundamental 
Doctrines, and toſhew what is thediſtinguiſh- 
ing Character of the Goſpel, and what is the 


true and grand Foundation upon which it is 


built ; that it may evidently appear to every 
Chriſtian, where his chief Dependence is to 
be placed, and where all his nobleſt Hopes 
and moſt valuable Intereſts muſt neceſſarily 
center and reſt. 

There are ſome that abſolutely reje& and 
ridicule all Fundamentals in Chriſtianity, and 
turn the Goſpel into a common Paſture for 
Jeus and Deifts; but this is to repreſent Chriſt, 
rather as a Succeſſor of Pythagoras or Plato 
in the philoſophic School, than a Divine Meſ- 
ſenger diſpatched immediately from Heaven, 
and to make his Coming into the World en- 


tirely needleſs and ſuperfluous; tis likewiſe to 


ſuppoſe, that the Goſpel is nothing but a vain 
* 3 ; and 
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and empty Name, and that it made ſuch a 
ſurpriſing Alteration in the State of the mo- 
ral World, and produced at firſt ſuch re- 
markable Effects in the Hearts and Lives of 
Men, without any adequate Cauſe, or with- 
out any Caule at all ; which is highly abſurd 
and a Contradiction to common Senſe. 

There are others, who run into a con- 
trary and no leſs dangerous Extream, who 
labour to engroſs all the F undamentals of 
the Goſpel to themſelves, and would fain in- 
cloſe the Fold of Chriſt within the narrow 
Bounds of their ow: Ire e Party; and I 
am ſorry to ſay it, and ſhould not ſay it, were 
it not notorious to all the World, that this is 
not peculiar to the ſchiſmatical Church of Rome, 
but that all the different Parties among Pro- 
teflants have at Times been more or leſs go- 
verned by the ſame narrow and ſelfiſh Prin- 
ciples; as they have not been ſatisfied with 
being the true Church of God themſelves, 
without doing all that lies in their Power to 
ſhut out all other Chriſtians ; or with being 
one Part of the Fold of, Chriſt, unleſs they 
were allowed to be the Whole; as if Truth 
was all Light on one Side and all Darkneſs on 
the other, or None had Eyes to ſee but them- 
ſelves, or as if their own Safety abſolutely de- 
pended upon the utter Ruin of all the reſt of 
their Brethren. But this is not the Caſe; 


T ruth 
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Truth is of the moſt generous and commu- 
nicative Nature in the World, of the moſt 
falutary Tendency and moſt diffuſive Influ- 
ence, like the glorious Luminary of the Hea- 
vens, framed and fituated to enlighten and 
guide, to chear and refreſh every Eye; and we 
are no leſs certain, that the Goſpel is the moſt 
propitious, friendly, and amiable Inſtitution 
that ever appeared, and, wherever publiſh- 
ed, was, as the Apoſtle obſerves, deſigned to 
bring Salvation equally unto all Men (a), as 
Chriſt gave himſelf a Ranſom for all (b), and 
was intended as @ Propitiation for the Sins 
of ' the whole World (c). And, that this may 
become equally evident to every Underſtand- 
ing, I beg Leave firſt to lay down the genu- 
ine Marks and Characters of a fundamental 
Doctrine, and then particularly ſhew, what 
are the true fundamental Doctrines of the 
Goſpel. | 12 41 
And, in the firſt Place, every fundamen- 
tal Doctrine muſt be clear and perſpicuous; 
for, if it be abſtruſe and intricate, deep and 
obſcure, dark and hard to be underſtood, 
it cannot contain any fixed and certain Truths; 
it may perhaps be Darkneſs and Light, a 
Mixture of Truth and Error confuſed to- 
gether; but whether it contains any Truth, 


() Tit. ii, 11. (2) 1 Tim. ü. 6. (q) 1 John ii. 2. 
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or what Truths they are, it is impoffible fot 
us to know, till further revealed and mani. 
feſted ; as the Apoſtle juſtly obſerves, that 
all Ti bings that are ede or diſcovered; 
muſt be made manifeſt- by the ' Light ; for 
whatever doth make other Things manifeſt; 
it is abſolutely neceſſary, that it ſhould firſt of 
all be itſelf Light( d). But Darkneſs has a quite 
contrary Effect, can produce nothing but it- 
ſelf, and always obſcures and hides every 
Obj ect; ; till therefore Truth becomes the 
Object of our Underſtanding, and appears” 
ear and evident to the Mind, it can be of 
ng manner of Uſe, either to inform the Judg- 
gent, or direct the Practice. 
And this is the true Ground of tliat 7 
Principle; fo juſtly and ſo univerſally a 
kno wedged by all true Proteftants, that the- 
Scriptures are à clear as well as ſufficient Rule 
5 of Faith and Manners ; it being founded up- 
| on this Suppoſition, nor can it be ſupported 
or maintained upon any other, that afl fun- 
damental Doctrines, all Things n neceffary td 
be believed, are therein plainly revealed, 
and eaſily to be underſtood by Chriftians ; | 
and, if any thing be clear and certain in Re- 
ligion, 155 fundamental Doctrines muſt be 
more ſo, upon which all the reſt entirely de- 
=: and rom which 3 it 
(a) Epheſ. v. 1 3. | 
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is here that Truth will appear in its full 
Strength, and ſhine forth in. all its native 
Beauty and Luſtre, and from hence will 
diffuſe its ſacred Influence, its genuine Light 
and Splendor, thro' all the various Parts and 
Branches of Religion, ſufficient to enlighten 
the Mind, to convince the Conſcience, and 
captivate the Heart of every humble and 
fincere Inquirer, 8 

A fundamental Doctrine muſt likewiſe be 
common and univerſal; it muſt be common 
to all that have a ſound Underſtanding and 
a right Diſpoſition of Heart, that are willing 
to know, and defirous to be informed; for if 
it be perceived only by ſome, and cannot be 
apprehended by others after the moſt dili- 
gent Inquiry, it may give juſt Cauſe of Sul- 
picion, that there is fome Miſtake or Fallacy 
at the Bottom; for, where there is no Defect 
in the Mind, there muſt neceſſarily be ſome 
Defe& in the Object, when it appears fo ve- 


ry different to different Perſons, of equal Ca- 
pacity, Sincerity, and Diligence. What would 


Men ſay to any that ſhould tell them, that 
it is clear Sunſhine or broad Day, when only 
one here and there, or a few particular Per- 


ſons affirm it, but all the reſt of Mankind, 
VwWiuith their Eyes wide open, are able to ſee no 


ſuch thing; and Truth is of the Nature 


of Light, muſt be ſeen by every Eye, and 


B become 
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become evident to every Underſtanding, 
when fairly propoſed and attentively con- 
ſidered. | 

And this is much more neceſſary in all 
the important Truths of the Goſpel, which 
were equally deſigned for Underſtandings of 
all Sizes and Dimenſions, for Perſons of all 
Ranks and Conditions, for the high and low, 
the rich and poor, learned and unlearned, 
and therefore muſt be equally ſuited to all 
their various Capacities and Apprehenſions; 
and conſequently where they cannot be per- 
ceived by all, whatever Means they uſe to 
ſee them, it is a ſure Sign, that they were 
never intended to be of ſuch general Uſe ; 
for, tho' they appear never ſo evident toſome, 


yet, while they lie quite out of the Reach 


of many others, and eſpecially where a 
Number of good Men, and conſcientious Chri- 
ſtians, are to be found on both Sides of the 
Queſtion, it muſt remain a diſputable and 
unſettled Point ; it may perhaps be fit to 
. our ſerious Inquiries, or it may be 
juſtly Matter of private Opinion or particular 
Perſuaſion ; but it can never be admitted as an 


| Article of Faith, and leaſt of all as a funda- 


mental Doctrine. * 
But perhaps by ſome it may be faid, and 


it has been ſaid, that others may ſee Things in 


the ſame Light that they do, if they would, 
| — 
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and that it is their own Fault that they do not; 
it is becauſe they ſhut their Eyes that they 
may not ſee, or that they are ſwayed by ſome 
criminal Prejudices or other. Now to ſuch 
it may be ſufficient to obſerve, how eaſily the 
ſame Charge may be retorted back upon heat 
ſelves, and how vain and fruitleſs it is for 
Men to employ Weapons with two Edges, 
that cut a wound on both Sides, and are 
equally dangerous to Friends and Foes; but 
beſides this ſuch an Imputation will always 
be attended with two groſs Defects: In the 
firſt Place, it is a mere — the Queſtion, 
and taking it for granted, that they are in- 
fallibly in the Right, and all others in the 
Wrong, which is the very Thing to be prov- 
ed ; and further, which is worſe, it is abſo- 
lutely betraying and giving up their own 
Cauſe, by their transferring it from the Bar 
of Reaſon to the Bar of a future Judgment, 
which all know can be of no Uſe here below 
in ſettling Controverſies of Faith; but, above 
all, it isa very high and unwarrantable Pre- 
ſumption in any to enter into the Hearts of 
Men, and fit in Judgment on their Conſci- 
ences, thus invading the regal and inſepara- 
rable Prerogatives of the great Redeemer, 
who has moſt ſolemnly warned us, not to 
judge others, leſt we ſhould be judged our- 


ſelves; and that, with what Fudgment we 


B 2 uche, | 
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become evident to every Underſtanding, 
when fairly propoſed and attentively con- 
ſidered, | fr 

And this is much more neceſſary in all 
the important Truths of the Goſpel, which 
were equally deſigned for Underſtandings of 
all Sizes and Dimenſions, for Perſons of all 
Ranks and Conditions, for the high and low, 
the rich and poor, learned and unlearned, 
and therefore muſt be equally ſuited to all 
their various Capacities and Apprehenſions; 
and conſequently where they cannot be per- 
ceived by all, whatever Means they uſe to 
ſee them, it is a ſure Sign, that they were 
never intended to be of ſuch general Uſe; 
for, tho' they appear never ſo evident to ſome, 


yet, while they lie quite out of the Reach 


of many others, and eſpecially where a 
Number of good Men, and conſcientious Chri- 
ſtians, are to be found on both Sides of the 
Queſtion, it muſt remain a diſputable and 
unſettled Point; it may perhaps be fit to 
wr wa our ſerious Inquiries, or it may be 
juſtly Matter of private Opinion or particular 
Perſuaſion; but it can never be admitted as an 


Article of Faith, and leaſt of all as a funda- 


mental Doctrine. Seat 5 
But perhaps by ſome it may be ſaid, and 
it has been fad, that others may ſee Things in 
the ſame Light that they do, if they wouy, 
| an 
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and that it is their own Fault that they do not; 
it is becauſe they ſhut their Eyes that they 
may not ſee, or that they are ſwayed by ſome 
criminal Prejudices or other. Now to ſuch 
it may be ſufficient to obſerve, how eaſily the 
ſame Charge may be retorted back upon thenk- 
ſel ves, and how vain and fruitleſs it is for 
Men to employ Weapons with two Edges, 
that cut 1 wound on both Sides, and are 
equally dangerous to Friends and Fozs; but 
| beſides this ſuch an Imputation will always 
be attended with two groſs Defects: In the 
firſt Place, it is a mere | Neve the Queſtion, 
and taking it for granted, that they are in- 
fallibly in the Right, and all others in the 
Wrong, which is the very Thing to be prov- 
ed; and further, which is worſe, it is abſo- 
lutely betraying and giving up their own 
Cauſe, by their transferring it from the Bar 


of Reaſon to the Bar of a future Judgment, 


which all know can be of no Uſe here below 
in ſettling Controverſies of Faith; but, above 
all, it is very high and unwarrantable Pre- 
ſumption in any to enter into the Hearts of 
Men, and fit in Judgment on their Conſci- 
ences, thus invading the regal and inſepara- 
rable Prerogatives of the great Redeemer, 
who has moſt ſolemnly warned us, of 7o 
judge others, leſt we ſhould be judged our- 
ſelves; and that, with what Fudgment we 
F B 2 Judge, 
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Judge, vue. ſball be judged; and whatever Ma- 
ſure we mete to others, it ſhall be meaſured to 

us again another Day (a). 
Further a fundamental Doctrine muſt be 
ſuch as is abſolutely neceſſary to true Religi- 
on, and which it cannot ſubſiſt without; and 
it may become thus neceflary two Ways : 
Firſt, from the abſolute Nature of the 'Thing 
itſelf, its intrinſic Worth and Goodneſs, and 
its native Dignity and Excellence. Such are 


all the important Truths of natural Religion, 


and of Morality and Virtue ; which: neceſ- 


 farily reſult from the Relations we ſtand in 


unto God, as our Creator and Preſerver, our 
Lawgiver and our Judge; and alſo from the 
ſeveral Relations we ſtand in to our Fellow- 
creatures, as Partakers of the ſame common 
Nature, united together by the ſame com- 
mon Concerns and Intereſts, Neceflities and 
Wants ; either of which none can deny, or 
refuſe to ſubmit unto, without rejecting the 
Government of God himſelf, or ſubverting 


the Peace and Order, and the very Founda- 


tions of human Society. Theſe Things are ne- 
ceſſary in their own N ature, ſtable and inva- 
riable, of eternal Force and perpetual Obli- 


gation ; and therefore muſt equally .belong 
to every Religion that is true, gr that has 


God for its Author, | | 
RED. (a) Matth. vii. 1, 2. E 
F Things 


13 
Things may alſo become neceſſary by the 
expreſs Will and Appointment of the great 
Legiſlator, who is not tied down to Things 
abſolutely neceſſary in themſelves, but has a 


juſt Right to make whatever Additions to Re- 


ligion he pleaſeth, and to preſcribe whatever 
Laws or Statutes he ſhall think fit for the Di- 
rection of our Worſhip, the Standard of our 


Faith, and the Rule of our Actions; , but, 


whatever of this Nature our Lord thought fit 
to enjoin, it was neceſſary that it ſhould be 

pointed by Himſelf, .and equally neceſſary 
that it ſhould be determined in the cleareſt 
Manner and in the moſt expreſs Terms; other- 
wiſe it muſt not only leave Room for endleſs 
Diſputes and Animoſities, but alſo render the 
Goſpel liable to be altered and corrupted by 
every bold Deceiver and Impoſtor; and to 
imagine that any Thing ſhould become fun- 
damental in Religion, which Chriſt himſelf 
has not preſcribed, is to ſuppoſe, either that 
he did not know himſelf — was to be fun- 


damental, or that he induſtriouſly concealed 


it from Chriſtians, or that he left it to weak 
Mortals to appoint whatever Fundamentals 
they ſhould think fit; either of which is ab- 
folutely inconſiſtent with his Wiſdom or his 
Goodneſs ; and would, beſides, leave Religi- 
on a very uncertain and precarious Thing, of 


50 Manner of Uſe and Advantage to the 


World, 
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World, and no Way binding or obligatory on 
the Conſciences of Men, which is to ſtrike at 
the very Root of Chriſtianity : But where 
Chriſt has expreſly appointed any one 
Thing fundamental, and never explicitly en- 
joined any other, the Matter will bear no 
further Diſpute; for, as to Conſequences and 


Conjectures by weak and fallible Men drawn 


from Scripture, all know that they are bind- 
ing on none but ſuch as make them and ſuch 
as ſee them, and therefore can have no Place 
among Fundamentals; at leaſt not till there 
be ſome Way or other found out to aſcertain 
the Juſtneſs and Validity of ſuch Conſequen- 
ces; which is not poſſible to be done, with- 
out fixing upon ſome viſible infallible Judge 
upon Earth, from whoſe Sentence there was 
to be no Appeal, which all Proteſtants una- 
nimouſly agree to reject ; and that very juſtly, 
for the mott important Reaſon in the World, 
as it could not be done, without degrading 
Chriſt immediately from his Throne, laying 
his ſpiritual Kingdom in Ruins, and ſubvert- 
ing the Goſpel from its very Foundations. 
But once more a fundamental Truth muſt 
be ſuch as comprehends every other religious 
Foun, and muſt appear to be connected with 
; for whatever Doctrine does not include 


in 5 every Thing neceſſary to true Religion, 
but wants ſomething beſides to render it 


\ com- 


„ 


compleat; or whatever Doctrines they be, 
which Men may believe and profeſs, and yet 
continue deſtitute of true Religion, cannot 
belong to the Eſſence of the Goſpel; and 
therefore no Doctrines that are not in them- 
ſelves ſufficient to conſtitute a religious Cha- 
racter, can in any proper Senſe be ſaid to be 
fundamental; for this is implied in the very 
Notion of a Fundamental, that it is the 
Pillar or Foundation of Religion, upon which 
it was firſt built, by which it is continually ſup- 
ported, upon which every thing elſe has its 
main Dependence, and without which it 
cannot ſubſiſt ; it being that which cements 
the whole Body, unites together all its vari- 
ous Parts and Members, and forms them into 
a regular Structure, into one uniform beauti- 
ful Building; and hence it is eaſy to ſee, that 
a Fundamental muſt be one uniform indivi- 
dual Thing, that joins and connects the whole 
Body, operates upon every Part, and diffuſes 
Life and Strength thro' the Whole. 

Theſe then are the eſſential Characters of 
a fundamental Doctrine, and I am perſuad- 
ed that, the more.cloſely they are conſidered, 
and the more thoroughly examined, the more 
true and-evident they will appear to be : But 
by this Time, no doubt, it will be aſked, 
Where are ſuch fundamental Doctrines to be 
found, and what are they ? And nothing can 
be more reaſonable than ſuch an — 

an 
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and it is abſolutely neceffary that it ſhould 
be anſwered, 

In order therefore to give the beſt Satiſ- 
faction I am able, to all ſuch as are deſirous 
to know, what are the true fundamental 
Dodrines of the Goſpel, I muſt refer them 
to the explicit Declaration of Chriſt himſelf; 
againſt whoſe Authority no Chriſtian can 
have any Objection, and whoſe Judgment 
therefore muſt be decifive and final : And 
we have our Lord's Determination, in this 
Matter, particularly recorded by the Evan= 
geliſt John, in that noble Confeſſion, ſo 
juſtly celebrated by the Apoſtle Paul (a); 
which our Lord made in his Defence before 
Pilate, the Roman Governor (6) : Jeſus an- 
fewered and ſaid, My Kingdom is not of this 
World: If my Kingdom were of this World, 
then «ould my Servants fight, that I ſhould not 
be delivered to the Jews; but now is my 
Kingdom not from hence, Pilate therefore 


faid unto him Art, Thou a King then ? Jeſus 


anſwered, Thou ſay eft that Tam a King ; to 

this End was I born, and for this Cauſe came 

I into the World, that 1 might bear Witneſs 
to the Truth ; every one that is of the Truth. 

heareth my Voice. Two Things are here 

plainly declared, that Chriſt is a King, and 

that his Kingdom i is not of this World. 

(a) 1 Tim. vi. 1 3. (5) John xviii. 36, 37. | 

That 


E 
That Chriſt is a King. The God and Fa- 
ther of the Univerſe had hitherto been the 
King and Governor of the Jewiſßh Church, 
but that unhappy People, by rejecting and 
crucifying the Lord of Life and Glory, hav- 
ing filled up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, 
were now to be caſt off and devoted to De- 
ſtruction; and in their room and ſtead God 
intended to erect another Fold, that was to 
extend unto all Nations, and to endure thro 
all Generations; and this new Fold was to 
be given to Chriſt as its Sovereign and Head; 
for, as now the moſt remarkable Alteration 
was to be made in the State of the moral 
World here below, God thought fit, at the 
ſame Time, for Reaſons only known to him- 
ſelf, to introduce as remarkable a Change in 
the Adminiſtration of his Government and 
Providence; and as the Chriſtian Church, ſuc- 
ceeding in the room of the Jeuiſb, acquired 
a Right to all the endearing Names and 
Titles, and the diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings and 
Privileges, formerly en to that belov- 
ed People, being called God's Family and 
Houſhold, a choſen Generation, à royal Prieſt- 
hood, a holy Nation, and a peculiar Peo- 
ple (a) fo; Chriſt, ſucceeding in the Throne 
of the Kingdom, all the peculiar Marks and 
Characters of Royalty, all the ſplendid Nameg 
(a) 1 Pet. ii, 9. comp. Exod, xix. 6. 
C and 
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and Titles of Majeſty, and all the eſſential 
Powers and Prerogatives of Sovereignty, are, 
under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, with the 
greateſt Juſtice and Propriety, every-where 
aſcribed to Chriſt, as being God over all bleſ- 
ſed for evermore (a) ; for Chriſt was now to 
bear the ſame Relation to the Chriſtian 
Church that the Father had to that of the 
Jews ; he, being inveſted with ſupreme Au- 
thority and univerſal Dominion, 1s become 
our ſovereign King, our Maſter and Head, 
our Lawgiver and Judge; that he might 
guard and defend us by his Providence, | 
guide and direct us by his Word and Spirit, 
rule and govern us by his Laws, ſupport and 
comfort us by his Preſence and Grace, and 
preſent us at laſt to the Father a complete 
and glorious Church, | 

And, as Chriſt is a King, ſo his Kingdom 
is not of this World, but the whole Admi- 
niſtration thereof is entirely ſpiritual, being 
eltabliſhed on the everlaſting Foundations of 
Truth, Righteouſneſs, and Peace; all whoſe 
Doctrines and Laws, Bleſſings and Privile- 
ges, Promiſes and Rewards, are moſt ſub- 
lime and heavenly; all unanimouſly conſpir- 
ing to refine our Souls from all ſordid Paſ- 
ſions and earthly Affections, to raiſe our 
Minds above all the mean and deſpicable 


(a) Rom. ix. 5. 


Grati- 
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Gratifications of this mortal State, to inſpire 
our Hearts with the nobleſt and moſt exalt- 
ed Principles and Habits, and to engage all 
our Zeal and Ambition in Purſuit of the 
Glories and Felicities of a future and ever- 
laſting World. 

Thus then is this great Truth, for indeed 
it is but one, that Chriſt is our ſpiritual So- 
vereign and Head, and we the Subje ts of 
his ſpiritual Kingdom : This is the great diſ- 
tinguiſhing Character of the Gofpel, the Foun- 
dation upon which it is built, the Hinges on 
which it moves, and the Pillar on which it 
reſts, and in which we ſhall find, that all 


„ "the. foregoing Marks and Characters do en- 


tirely meet, and abſolutely cen... nk 
Particularly it is moſt perſpicuous and 
evident in itſelf, as clear as the Sun ſhining in 
its meridian Brightneſs ; this is the main 
and general Character, under which, as the 
great Meſhab, he is every-where repreſented 
in the Writings of the-antient Prophets, be- 
ing deſcribed by the magnificent Titles of 
a mighty Potentate, ſetting up a Kingdom 
of univerſal Extent and perpetual Duration; 
of @ triumphant Conqueror, ſubduing all his 
Enemies before him, guarding and protect- 
ing his People from all their moſt potent 
Combinations, and enlarging the Boundaries 
of his Empire on every Side; and, — 
2 0 
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of the Prince of Peace and the Lord our 
Righteouſneſs, governing his Subjects with 
the greateſt Gentleneſs and Clemency, dif- 
penſing Truth and Juſtice with the greateſt 
Equality, and conferring the moſt ineſtimable 
Favours and Bleſſings upon them (a). 

And it was under the ſame Notion that 
the Jews ſo earneſtly looked and waited for 
the Appearance of their Maſſiab; tho' they, 
unhappily miſtaking the true Nature of that 
Kingdom and Religion which he was to eſ- 
tabliſh, conceived fuch rooted and inveterate 
Prejudices againſt him when he came, as 
proved the Cauſe of their utter Ruin: And 
we find, that this was the principal Thing, 
which our bleſſed Lord was moſt ſollicitous 
to acquaint the Apoſtles with after his Reſur- 
rection, that all Power and Authority was 
now given unto him in Heaven and Earth ; 
upon which he grounds the important Com- 
miſſion he was about to truſt them with, 
enjoining them to diſciple all Nations to the 
fame Truth, teaching them to obſerve all 
Things whatſoever he did command them (6). 
And we ſee, that this was the chief Scope 
and Defign of Peter's firſt Diſcourſe to the 

People after the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt; 
_ arguing. from that miraculous Event, that 
Chriſt had actually erected his Kingdom, 
(a) Pſal. xlv. 1, a, 3, 4, 5,7. (6) Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. 


Was 


E 1 

was become the Lord and Sovereign of the 
World, and, as he had the cleareſt Right, ſo 
did juſtly demand their Submiſſion and 
Obedience: Therefore let all the Houſe of 
Iſrael know, that the ſame Jeſus whom ye 
crucified, is become both Lord and Chriſt (a). 
And indeed the whole New Teſtament con- 
tains little elſe but a Repreſentation of this 
great Truth under different Views, and all 
here confirmed by the moſt expreſs Words 
and ſolemn Teſtimony of Chriſt himſelf, in- 
forming us, that to this End he was born, 
and for this Cauſe came he into the World, 
in order to become our Sovereign and King; 
and therefore no doubt intended, that it ſhould 
be regarded by us, as the firſt and moſt eſ- 
ſential Principle of Religion, and the main 
Ground and Foundation of our Faith and 
Hope ; and conſequently can no other Doc- 
trine be placed in the ſame Rank, unleſs 
we can ſuppoſe the Goſpel can have two or 
more ultimate Ends, which would render it 
inconſiſtent with itſelf, ; 

Nor further 1s it leſs common and univer- 
ſal than clear and evident, it having been 
readily received, and generally acknowledg- 
ed by all Chriſtians, in all Places, thro' all 
Ages to this Day, wherever the Goſpel has been 
entertained; agreeable to the perfect Fore- 

x (a) Acts ii. 36. 
know- 
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knowledge of our bleſſed Saviour, and what 
he does ſo particularly foretel here, Every 
one that is of the Truth, every ſincere and 
impartial Mind, heareth, or will hear, my 
Voice in this Matter; and nothing was ever 
more exactly fulfilled in the Event than theſe 
gracious Words, for, whatever other Differ- 
ences there have been among Chriſtians, 
however various their Sentiments in other 
Reſpects, how far ſoever they have been 
divided in their Diſpoſitions and Inclina- 
nations, in their Views and Intereſts, in their 
Deſigns and Purſuits, in this they all unani- 
mouſly agree, and harmoniouſly confpire, in 
owning Chriſt for their Lord and Maſter, 
and ſubjecting their Souls and Conſciences to 
his Government and Diſpoſal ; here are no 
Diſſenſions of Judgment, no Diſtinction of 
Parties, no Diviſion of Intereſts; here they 
need no Force or Conſtraint to compel them, 
no Arguments or Solicitations to allure or per- 
ſuade them; but all, of their own free Option 
and voluntary Choice, aſſent to this one great 
Truth; and it is ſuch a free and voluntary 
Service as this that Chriſt does eſpecially re- 
quire, and chiefly delight in, ſo plainly fore- 
told by the Pſalmiſt, Thy People ſhall be wil- 
ling in the Day of thy Power (a), at the 
Time of thine Exaltation to the ſupreme Go- 
vernment of the Church; and they were ſuch 


(a) Pfal. cx. 3. | 
Subjects 
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Subjects alone as theſe that the Kingdom of 
Chriſt was to conſiſt of, upon the very Ap- 
proach of which our Lord foretels, that it 
would ſuffer Violence, and the Violent would 
take it by Force (a), as every Man, with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs, would preſs into it (b). 

Thus do all Chriſtians jointly concur to 
eſtabliſh this grand Point before us, and this 
to every impartial and diſpaſſionate Mind will 
appear to be a ſtrong Evidence of its Truth 
and Certainty ; for, by all the Rules of judg- 
ing in the World, the cleareſt and moſt uni- 
verſal Truth muſt be allowed to be of the 
greateſt Uſe and Importance ; and, as there 
can be no Degrees of more or leſs, in Things 
abſolutely fundamental, therefore muſt this 
alone neceſſarily be the primary and govern- 
ing Principle in Religion, nor can any other 
Doctrine have the leaſt Claim to the ſame 
Dignity and Pre-eminence. 

And indeed what Shadow of Compariſon 
can there be between this important Doc- 
trine and thoſe Opinions that Men have, 
from Time to Time, ſubſtituted in its room, 
which, like ſo many falſe Lights, have de- 
luded the Minds, and bewildered the Imagi- 
nations of Chriſtians, and drawn off their 
Attention from the Truth? No more than 
between the glorious Sun and thoſe Spots 
and Blemiſhes that lie hid within its Body, 

(a) Math, xi. 12, (5) Luke xvi. 15. 
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which, by reaſon of the Splendor of its ſupe- 
rior Light, are not to be ſeen by the naked 
Eye, and thus may juſtly be compared to 
thoſe noxious Exhalations that frighten weak 
Mortals in the Dark, but, at the near Ap- 
proach of the great King of Day, vaniſh in- 
to Air, and are ſeen no more. 

In a Word, we need no other Teſtimony 
to confirm this Truth, than that of all the 
diftering Partics of Chriſtians themſelves; I 
mean not of their Words but their Actions, 
S always the moſt infallible Inter- 
preters of their inward Convictions. Now 
whatever Noiſe Chriſtians may make about 
their reſpective Differences, with whatever 
Zeal they contend for them, and whatever 
Streſs they lay upon them, in the Heat of 
Diſpute, to confute their Oppoſers, or to 
ſupport their own Party; yet, in their cooleſt 
Hours, on their moſt calm and ſerious Re- 
flections, and at the final Upſhot of Things, I 
may venture to ſay, none will preſume to 
reſt all their Hopes of Salvation on thoſe 
diſputable Matters, in which they happen to 
differ from all the reſt of their Brethren; 
but will chuſe to place their chief Depen- 
dence upon their real Relation to Chriſt as 
their Lord and Head, in which all ſincere 
Chriſtians agree one with another. And why 
then ſhould not they be ſatisſied with pro- 
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fefling what all Chriſtians acknowledge to 
be right, and be willing to receive one ano- 
ther as Brethren, as Diſciples of the fame 
Maſter, Subjects of the ſame Kingdom, all 
united in one common Head? Rather than 
crumble Chriſtian Societies into ſo many 
Parties and Factions, that are generally at- 
tended with ſuch bitter Fruits in this World, 
and are like to be of ſo little Advantage to 
them in another. 

But, once more finally, this Truth evi- 
dently comprehends all other neceſſary Doc- 
trines in it, and they all have a cloſe and in- 
ſeparable Connection with it; for, as to all 
the ſtable and eternal Truths of natural Re- 
ligion and moral Virtue, Chriſt has tranſ- 
planted ' them into his own Religion, made 
them one Body with it, and eſtabliſhed them 
as the fteady and invariable Rules and Laws 
of his Government and Kingdom ; and has 
at the ſame Time rendered them much 
more clear and evident, more fixed and cer- 
tain,” more uſeful and profitable to all Men, 
and-given them a much -greater Extent and 
a more vigorous and diffuſive Influence; 
having enjoined them by his own Authority, 
recommended them by his own Example, 
ſupported them by the nobleſt Motives and 
Principles, and infotced them by the ſtrong- 
eſt Sanctions and the moſt inviolable Obli- 
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And, as to thoſe Truths that are pe- 
culiar to the Goſpel Conſtitution, they all 
center in Chriſt as Lord and Head of his 
Church ; thus his Incarnation, his Sufferings, 
his Death and Reſurrection, were all ſo ma- 
ny important Events previous to his Exalta- 
tion, being ſo many Steps neceſſary to pre- 
pare the Way for erecting his Fold and eſ- 
tabliſhing his Kingdom, which, at his trium- 
phant Aſcenſion, he took Poſſeſſion of; for 
to this End was J born, ſays Chriſt, and for 
this Cauſe came I into the World, in order 
to become the Sovereign and Head of a ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom; and to the ſame Purpoſe 
the Apoſtle informs us, that to this End 
Criſt both died, and roſe again, and revived, 
that he might become the Lord both | of the 
Dead and Living (a), that is, the Lord of 
both the viſible and inviſible Worlds; and, as 
to Chriſt's Intercefſion, the diſpenſing Par- 
dons and all ſpiritual Bleſſings to his People 
here, and the raiſing them from the, Dead, 
and preſenting them perfect and complete at 
laſt to the Father, they are all eſſential Parts 
of his Regal Office. Thus do. all neceflary 
Truths appear to be included in this one, and 
all ultimately center in Chriſt, as the King and 
Head of his Church; and therefore who- 
ever believes the latter, muſt neceſſarily em- 

| (a) Rom: xiv. 9. (CHINO 3 
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brace the former; or, if there are any Doc- 
trines not neceſſarily comprehended in theſe, 
it muſt be, either becauſe they are not true, 
or becauſe they are of no Uſe and Service to 
Chriſtians, and therefore may they do as 
well without them ; to which I would add, 
that Chriſt's Prophetic and Prieſtly Offices do 
both evidently appear to center in his Kingly 
Office, inaſmuch as neither of the former can 
have any ſaving Influence upon Chriſtians 
without this latter; ſeeing Men may accept of 
Chriſt as a Prophet, ſo as to embrace all his 
Doctrines; and as a Prieſt, ſo as confidently 
to rely on his Merits and Death; and yet con- 
tinue all the while the Slaves of Sin and the 
Children of the Devil, as every one knows 
to be actually and frequently the Caſe; where- 
as no one can poſſibly entertain Chriſt as 
their King, fo as to become the real willing 
Subjects of his ſpiritual Kingdom, without 
a thorough Change of Heart and Life; and 
therefore can no one truly ſubmit to Chriſt 
as their King, but muſt neceſſarily at the 
fame Time receive him as 'their Prophet 
and Prieſt ; whence it 1s evident, that, as 
all the glorious Characters Chriſt ſuſtains, as 
our Saviour, were intended to center in 
his Royal Dignity or Kingly Office, ſo muſt 
all the falutary Fruits and Benefits of his 
Death and Redemption from thence like- 
D2 wiſe 
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wiſe flow to true Chriſtians; and thus this 
great Truth, being the common Center of 
all other Truths, and being every Way 
commenſurate to the whole Extent of the 
Goſpel, and at the ſame Time of itſelf ſuf- 
ficient to form a truly religious Character, 
appears to be a molt juſt, noble, and adequate 
Foundation of Chriſtianity. 

But, after all, they are not any mental No- 
tions or Doctrines, conſidered in themſelves, 
be they what they will, or ever ſo true, that 
the Goſpel is built upon, but upon certain 
and undeniable Facts, the moſt important 
and extraordinary Events, recorded in the 
moſt authentic ſacred Hiſtory concerning 


Chriſt, his actual Appearing in human Fleſh. 


by the moſt miraculous Works proving him- 
ſelf to be the great Mefttah and Saviour of the 


World, teaching the moſt heavenly Doc- 
trines, ſuffering the Inſults and Indignities of 


Sinners, by wicked Hands crucified and ſlain, 
rifing again on the third Day, aſcending. viſi- 
bly into Heaven, exalted at the right Hand 


of the Father, and ſending the Promiſe of 


the Holy Spirit; and all theſe Things open- 
ly confirmed by thoſe ſupernatural Gifts and 
ſtupendous Powers that were conferred up- 


on the Apoſtles, and the numerous "Signs, 


Prodigies, and Wonders, that were performed 
9257 dhe Hands; by which it abundantly ap- 
peared 
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peared that Chriſt was now actually be- 
come our Sovereign and Head, and would 
hereafter appear as our final and impartial 
Judge. Theſe are fixed and certain Truths, 
plain and ſimple Matters of Fact, viſible to 
every Eye, obvious to every Reader, and 
evident to every Underſtanding; which need 
no artificial Glaſſes to ſwell or magnify them, 


no metaphyſical Chymiſts to filtrate and ſub- 


tiliſe them, no Syſtem- builder to compound, 
mould, or new-ſhape them; but are beſt to 
be learned, eaſieſt to be underſtood, and to 


be viewed to the greateſt Advantage, in their 


natural Size, their original Dreſs, and in 


their native Light, as they lie before us, 
and are delivered to us by the Evangeliſts 
and Apoſtles. And, as to thoſe Opinions and 
Doctrines which have been raiſed upon theſe 
Facts, they are only the Conſequences and 
Deductions, the weak and uncertain Conjec- 
tures of frail and fallible Men, the Compo- 
fitions of human Wiſdom, and often of hu- 
man Fancy and human F olly, and there- 
fore are of no Validity to any but their Au- 


thors, as I have ſhewed before; and accord- 


ingly have they been Matter of bitter Diſ- 
putes and Contentions from Age to Age, and 
are Rkely to continue fo to the End; and 


what a fine Caſe would the Church be in, 


if ce were to ſit ſilent and unactive, 
* with- 
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without chuſing any Religion at all, till theſe 
Refiners were agreed between themſelves, 
and come to a final Determination, as it 
would be neceſſary for them to do, were 
any of theſe Doctrines fundamental? 

But, to render this clear and evident unto 
all Men, it will be expedient to add two Con- 
ſiderations more, that to ſuppoſe Religion to 
depend on Notions or Opinions themſelves is 
to turn very Speculations and abſtract Ideas 
into ſo many real Beings, living and active 
Subſtances, nay the moſt mighty and powerful 
Agents, that ſhould be capable of railing 
and ſuſtaining ſuch a weighty, ſolid, and ſta- 
ble Building as that of Religion, that was 
to ſanctify, nouriſh, ſtrengthen, and ſupport 
Chriſtians in their militant State, and pre- 
pare them for a State of Glory, and at the 
fame Time to protect and defend them a- 
gainſt all their numerous and moſt formida- 


ble Enemies, both temporal and ſpiritual. 


Were abſtract Notions then the ſpiritual 
Weapons with which they were to fight a- 
gainſt the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
that were to become ſq mighty and power- 
ful, as to ſecure them the moſt complete 
and glorious Victory at laſt, this would be 


one of the greateſt Miracles that ever exiſt- 


ed, or rather is a palpable Abſurdity and a 
glaring Contradiction. Indeed a Syſtem of 
N. Scho- 
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2 
Scholaſtic Divinity may eaſily be formed, 
by thoſe that have nothing elſe to do, out of 
a Set of ſpeculative Principles, and ſuch as 
may be fit to amuſe and delude ſimple and 
weak Chriſtians ; but for any to pretend to 
build true Religion, and the Spiritual Fold of 
Chriſt, on ſuch a whimſical Bottom, is a 
Piece of ſolemn Foolery, like Children's 
building Caſtles in the Air, or employing 
Atlas, to take the World upon his Shoul- 
ders, without providing any Ground for his 
Feet to reſt upon. 

But that which is of much greater Im- 
portance is, that, if ſpeculative Principles can 
be ſuppoſed to be of the very Eſſence of Re- 
ligion, then every Chriſtian that embraces and 
profeſſes ſuch Doctrines, would neceſſarily 
become truly religious, a real Member of 
Chriſt, and an Heir of Salvation ; but this 
is directly contrary to plain Matter of Fact, 
and conſtant and univerſal Experience; for 
what the Apoſtle aſſerts by divine Inſpiration 
we may ſee every Day with our own Eyes, 
that Men may have all Knowledge and all 
Faith (a), may believe all the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, and contend for them too with the 
moſt intemperate Zeal, and yet all the while 
continue very bad Men, and Enemies to real 


Godlineſs. This ſhews that there is no neceſ- 


(a) 1 Cor. xiii. 2. 
fary . 
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fary internal Connection between any Set 
of Doctrines, tho' ever ſo true, and real ſuv. 
ſtantial Religion, but that they may be ſepa- 
rated from it, and very often actually are fo 
and what ſort of Fundamentals muſt they 
be, that can exiſt in the Mind without any 
true Religion in tlie Heart? This is to ſuppoſe 
Fundamentals to be a mere empty Name and 
nothing elſe, or that the Subſtanc can exiſt 
without its Eſſence, or that a Thing may ex- 
iſt and not exiſt in the fame Place at the fame 

Time, which is a Contradiction in Terms. | 
Whereas on the other Hand, however de- 
fective in Knowledge, or weak if Faith, as 
to any particular Doctrines, any Chriſtians | 
may be, if they truly receive Chriſt for their 
Saviour and Lord, and cordially! ſubmit tb 
his Government and Commands, they can- 
not fail of being owned and approved of 
Nes here, and of being rewarded hers. 

after ie 

r hence chen may we ſee; that not 
Doctrines whatſoever in themſelves, 
or or abſtractiy conſidered, but as they im im- 
mediately relate to Chriſt s Royal. Dignity, 
become fundamental in Religion; ſor it 'is 
Chriſt himſelf, and not any other Thing be. 
*fides, that is the true and proper Foundation 
of his Church: Upon this Rock, ſays Chriſt, 
that is, upon myſe 1 will build my Church, 
anda. 


_— 


EM] 
and the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail 
againſt it (a); and this is that chief Foxndation 
or Corner-ſtone, elect and precious, in whom 
all the Building, fitly framed together, grows- 
eth up unto an holy Temple in the Lord (b). 
Now when was it that Chriſt was thus to 
become the Foundation of his Church ? Not, 
we may be ſure, before any ſuch thing as a 
Chriſtian Church exiſted in the World, that 
is, not till his Exaltation in the Heavens, 
and having received the Kingdom; for the 
Kingdom and Church of Chriſt are Words of 
the ſame Import and Extent, but one indivi- 
dual and the ſame Thing, nor can one poſſi- 
bly exiſt before the other; and conſequent- 
ly is it by Chriſt's being our Sovereign 
and King that he becomes the Foundation 
of his Church; and other Foundation, ſays 
the Apoſtle, no Man can lay, but what has 
been already laid, which is Jeſus the Chriſt (c), 
or, as the Word properly ſignifies, e 
anointed to be our King and Head. 

And the very Nature of the Thing declares 
the fame; for, as a Body cannot poſſibly 
have more than one Head, fo neither can a 
regular Building have more than one ſingle 
Foundation : Whoever therefore thruſts into 
the Foundation any thing that does not be- 
(=) Matt. xvi. 18. (6) Epheſ. ii. 20, 21. (c) 1 Cor. iii. 11. 
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long to Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, muſt firſt 
caſt out Chriſt, before they can find any 
Room for it there; or whoever make any 
more Fundamentals than this in Religion; do 
truly multiply Foundations, lay other Foun- 
dations than what Chriſt himſelf has laid, and 
conſequently erect another Building different 
from, and in Oppoſition to his; as 1 am 
afraid all thoſe in Effect do, tho' they may 
not be ſenſible of it, who require or impoſe 
any Articles of Faith, Teſts of Orthodoxy, 
Rites of Worſhip, or Terms of Communi- 
on, than what Chriſt has expreſly appointed, 
and in which all ſerious Chriſtians, all the 
real Subjects of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom, 
cannot join with a good Conſcience; unleſs 
we can ſuppoſe, that Chriſt was to be the 
Head only of one Part of his Church, and 
not of the Whole; or that Chriſt has as many 
different Bodies and Folds, as there are dif- 
terent Parties among Chriſtians ; all which 
need ſo many different Heads and Foundati- 
ens to ſupport them, But this is utterly im- 
poſſible, it is the greateſt Abſurdity to ima- 
gine it: I Chrift divided? ſays the Apoſtle (a); 
Do you ſuppoſe that Chriſt will become the 
Head of a Party, patroniſe your religious 


Diſputes and angry Contentions, or add his 


(a) 1 Con, i. 13. 3 
Sanction 
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Sanction to your uncharitable Cenſures? Do 
you think, that you can as eaſily divide Chriſt 
from your Chriſtian Brethren, as you can ſe- 
parate from them yourſelves? You muſt be 
very weak and ignorant, or carnal, as the 
Apoſtle calls them, to think ſo; you muſt en- 
tertain very low and unworthy Thoughts of 
Chriſt, to think that he will become ſuch a 
one as yourſelves, only to gratify your in- 
temperate Zeal, and partial Views and In- 
tereſts. | 
In fine, the Flock of Chriſt is and can be 
but one, tho' divided into ever ſo many Por- 
tions; however different in Sentiments and 
Diſpoſitions one from the other, they are but 
one and the ſame Body, one ſingle individu- 
al Fold, one uniform regular Building, all 
equally united to one and the fame Head, 
ſupported by the fame fingle Foundation, 
and have all an equal Right to the ſame diſtin- 
guiſhing Privileges; and all true Chriſtians, 
wherever diſperſed, whatever Character and 
Denomination they may paſs under, do 
equally make Part of this Fold; not becauſe 
they belong to this or that particular Sect or 
Party, or becauſe they believe ſuch or ſuch 
peculiar Doctrines and Opinions; but becauſe 
they have accepted of Chriſt as their Lord, 
and are become the Subjects of his ſpiritual 
E 2 Kingdom ; 


[ 36 ] 5 
Kingdom; nor is there any Power in the 
Univerſe, neither the Wrath of Men or the 
Malice of Hell, much leſs any Difference of 
Principles and Sentiments, that can ſeparate 
them irom Chriſt, as long as they adhere to 
their Allegiance, and continue ſtedfaſt in his 
Service. et 

And here I may juſtly aſkz Are there any 

Parties of Chriſtians among us, who, by the 
Help of any peculiar Doctrines they believe, 
w1ll pretend to lead Men a nearer Way to 
Heaven, than what the Goſpel preſcribes to 
all? Or who, by Virtue of any Set of Prin- 
ciples which they lay ſo much Streſs upon, 
will undertake to enſure the Favour of God 
to their Followers, at a cheaper Rate or on 
eaſter Terms, than what are equal and com- 
mon to all other Chriſtians? Or indeed on any 
other Terms, than what I have been here 
inforcing, the owning Chriſt for their Lord, 
their ſubmitting to his Government, and 
their obeying his Commands? 

To what Purpoſe then ſhopld Men em- 
ploy ſo much of their Zeal and Labour, 
diſturb the Peace of the Church, and diſtract 
the Minds of Chriſtians, merely to propa- 
gate ſome ſpeculative Doctrines? What Pity 
that Men eminent for their Parts and Abili- 
ties, 1emarkable for their Learning and Ac- 
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compliſhments, celebrated for the Fervour 
of- their Piety and Virtue in other Reſpects, 
and therefore capable of performing ſuch 
ſignal Service to the common Concerns and 
Intereſts of Chriſtianity, and of recommend- 
ing and extending the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and the Influence of true Religion, with ſo 
much Advantage, whereby they would be- 
come public Bleſſings to Mankind, ſhould be 
induced to waſte their precious Time, to ex- 
hauſt their beſt Strength, and conſecrate 


. their moſt valuable Talents, to the fomenting 


Animoſities and Diſſenſions in the Church, 
the dividipg the Body of Chriſt, the forming 
Parties among Chriſtians, and the making 
Diſciples and Proſelytes to Notions and Opi- 


nions that are of ſo little Uſe to them in real 


Religion, and can have no neceſſaty ſaving In- 
fluence upon their Souls! eſpecially when, af- 
ter all the Trouble and Sollicitude it has coſt 
them, they will be, one Time or other, oblig- 
ed to return back where they firſt ſet out; 
for, if ever they come to themſelves, open 
their Minds to the Truth, and ſee Things in 


their true and native Light, they muſt have 
Recourſe, tothis noble heavenly Principle eſta- 


bliſhed by Chriſt himſelf; they muſt betake 
themſelves to him as their ſpiritual Lord and 
Head ; here they muſt fix at laſt, as the 


only 


1 
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only ſolid Foundation of true Religion, the 
only Center of their Hopes, and final Reſt 
of their Souls: My Sheep, ſays Chriſt, hear my 
Voice, and Tknow them, and they follow me (a); 
and, if they do ſo, no matter whether they 
follow any other Leader, they cannot 
tang. miſtake their Way, while they 

eep clöſe unto him; let them but dili- 
gently attend to his Voice, imitate his Ex- 
ample, and practiſe his Commands, be they 
who they will, whatever their religious Sen- 
timents may be, whatever Party they may 
belong unto, or whether they liſt themſelves 
in any Party at all, they are upon a ſafe and 
ſtable Bottom: I vill, adds Chriſt, give unto 
them eternal Life, and none fhall ever be able 
fo pluck them out of my Hands, 

And now, leſt I ſhould tire my Reader's 
Patience, I ſhall draw towards a Cloſe, after 
having obſerved, that as Religion and the 
Church are thus built on one individual main 
Foundation, Chriſt's Royal Dignity and ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom; ſo, in Conformity hereto, we 
ſee that this was the great Thing, this was the 
Whole, that was ever required by Chriſt, or 
his Apoſtles, to be believed and profeſſed by 
Chriſtians, in order to their Admiſſion inta 
the Church, to qualify them for the Fellow- 


a) John x. 7. 
( * ſhip 
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ſhip of Saints, and to intitle them to all the 
diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings and Privileges of the 
Goſpel, I do not ſay, that there are no other 
Truths that would become moſt fit and 


worthy to be entertained and believed after- 


wards, when Chriſtians were more fully ac- 
quainted with the Goſpel ; but that no other 
e required and laid down as Foundations, 
as neceſſary to, Admiſſion, and Terms of 
Chriſtian Communion; and whatever other 
Truths might be neceſſary hereafter, to be 
raiſed as a Superſtructure upon this Founda- 
tion, would follow of Courſe, and unavoid- 
ably flow from it ; as every Chriſtian that 
has ſincerely ſubjected his Soul and Con- 
ſcience to the Government and Will of Chriſt, 
will always be readily diſpoſed to embrace every 
Truth and Doctrine, that appears to be ſup- 

rted by his Authority, and contained in 
his Word. What thoſe Doctrines are, is not 
my Buſineſs to determine here, as that muſt 
be left to the Conſcience of every particular 
Chriſtian, to form the beſt Judgment he can, 
from the Repreſentation that is given of the 
Doctrines of Chriſt, and the Conſtitutions of 
the Apoſtles, in the Sacred Scriptures; and 
therefore is it impoſſible but that, as to theſe 
Things, the Sentiments of Chriſtians muſt 
be very different one from the other, accord- 


Ws 


[ 40 ] 


ing to the different Capacities; Apprehenfi- 
ons, Opportunittes, and Advantages they are 
intruſted with; but none of theſe Things 
will have any the leaſt Influence upon theit 
ſpiritual State or Intereſt, either here or here- 
after, provided they are firmly fixed upon 
the firſt great Foundation. 

We do not read either that Chriſt, or any 
of his Apoſtles, ever thought of forming 
Religion into a Syſtem of Doctrines, or a 
certain Number of ſpeculative Truths, to be 
univerſally received by Chriſtians; they ne- 
ver imagined, that this would be a proper 
Way to ſecure the Faith of the Goſpel ; all 
that they expected from Chriſtians was, their 
Belief of Chriſt's ſpiritual Authority and 
Dominion, as the Sovereign and Head of his 
Church ; which indeed includes every other 
Truth eſſential to the Goſpel, and whoever 
believes the one, muſt neceſſarily receive all 
the other. All therefore that Chriſtians need 
be concerned for, or are obliged to perform 
in this Reſpect, is to'preſerve uncorrupt and 
inviolable, in its native Purity and Simplicity, 
that moſt excellent and perfe& Form' of 
ſound Words, which Chrift and his Apoſtles 
have left us, and which renders all other ar- 
tificial Forms and all human Compoſitions 
needleſs and ſuperfluous; namely; that noble 

PFF 
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Confeſſion which on Chriſt's Demand Peter 
made, and which Chriſt declares was not 
ſuggeſted to him by Fleſb and Blood, but re- 
vealed by his Father which is in Heaven, 
Thou art Chriſt the Son of the living God (a); 
and accordingly was this ever after molt juſtly 
eſtabliſhed, as the only invariable Rule and 
Standard of the Chriſtian Faith, the one in- 
dividual uniform Term and Condition of 
Admiſſion into the Church, of Acceptance 
with God here, and of eternal Salvation here- 
after; as we may ſee in the Profeſſion of the 
Eunuch () and of others. 

And what we are to underſtand, by Chriſt's 
being the Son of God, we may learn from 
the Confeſſion of good Nathanael, who, un- 
der the deepeſt Conviction of Chriſt's facred 
Character and Divine Miſſion, addreſſes him 
under this glorious Title, Thou art the Son 
of God, thou art the King of Iſrael (c), that 
is, of his future Church; for his ſovereign 
Authority, and ſupreme Dominion over the 
Chriſtian Church, is every-where in Scrip- 
ture repreſented, as the formal Ground and 
Reaſon of this Divine Appellation. Thus, 
when the Father had paſſed the great Decree 
to eſtabliſh Chriſt on his Throne, in his ho- 
ly Hill of Sion, or as Head of the Chriſti. 

(a) Matt, xvi. 16, 18, (6) F viii. 37. (e) John i. 49. 
| | | an 
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an Church, and promiſed to give him the 
Heathen for his Inheritance, and the utmoſt 
Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion, or to 
extend his ſpiritual Kingdom to the remoteſt 
Bounds of the World, he immediately de- 
clares, Thou art my Son, this Day have I be- 
gotten thee (a); and as his Reſurrection was 
to be the Time when he was to begin to 
erect his Fold, and to aſſume the Reins of 
1 Government, therefore the Apoſtle obſerves, 
bY that, zvhen the Father brought his firſt be- 
gotten into the World, he commanded all 
the Angels to worſhip him, and at the ſame 
T ime to the Son he ſaid, Thy Throne, O God, 
1s for ever and ever; aScepter of Righteouſneſs 
1s the Scepter of thy Kingdom (b); and thus 
the Apoſtle obſerves, that Chriſt was declared 
to be the Sono God, inveſted with the higheſt 
Power and Authority, by bis miraculous Re- 
ſurrection from the Dead (c); and again, that 
God highly exalted him, and has given him a 
Name above every Name, that, in his Name, 
every Knee ſhould bow, in Heaven, on Earth, 
and under the Earth; and that every Tongue 
ſhould confeſs, that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to 
the Glory of God the Father (d); and as the 
Kingdom was that glorious Inheritance 
(a) Pfal. ii. 6, 7, 8. (4) Heb. i, 6, 8. (c) Rom. i. 4. 
| | (4) Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11 
which 
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which God had reſerved for Chriſt, by which 
he obtained this more excellent Name than 
the Angels; ſo the great End and Purpoſe for 

| which he received both the Name and the 
Kingdom, and the important Uſe he was to 
make both of the one and the other, the 
Apoſtle declares to be, that he might become 
Head over all Things to the Church (a). 

Theſe Things being rightly underſtood, we 
ſhall clearly ſee, why ſo much Streſs is in 
Scripture laid upon Faith, by which we are 
faid to be juſtified and ſaved; for hence it ap- 
pears, that Faith is no-more nor leſs, than an 
explicit receiving and acknowledging Chriſt 
as our Lord and Sovereign, or a ſolemn Re- 
cognition of his Title to the Kingdom, of 
his abſolute Right to our Homage and Ser- 
vice, and an authentic Engagement, on our 
Part, to bear him a true and faithful Alle- 
giance, and to yield him a ſincere and conſtant” 

Wedience ; and this is moſt fit that ev 

Chriſtian ſhould, when they firſt enter into 
his Fold and Kingdom, and put themſelves 
under his Government and Protection; and 
thus is Paith of the ſame Nature with an 
Oath of Allegiance, which is ſo juſtly re- 
quired of every Subject to their true and 
lawful Prince, either when he firſt aſcends 

) Eph. i. 21, 22, 23, 
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the Throne, or they firſt become Members 
of his Government. Thus do all Chriſtians, 
by believing in Chriſt, or by a Profeſſion of 
their Faith in him, ſwear true Allegiance to 
Chriſt as their King, recognize his undoubt- 
ed Right to the Government of the Church, 
and promiſe a faithful and ſteady Submiſſion 
to his juſt and righteous Adminiſtration ; nor 
is it expedient that any ſhould be admit- 
ted into the Church without it; nay, it is 
utterly impoſſible that they ſhould be- 
come his true and liege Subjects, or the real 
Members of his Kingdom, till ſuch a ſolemn 
Act of Submiſſion has been made, and they 
have given the beſt Security, they are able, 
of their future Fidelity and Obedience. 

Thus is Faith far from being, as ſome 
through Miſtake have repreſented it to be, a 
needleſs and indifferent Thing, but is of the 
higheſt Moment and Importance, and a ne- 
ceſſary and eſſential Part of true ns 
nor can it in any Senſe be ws (ry to ſtand. 
or exiſt without it; Faith indeed in a Set of 
ſpeculative Principles may juſtly be ſaid to 
be indifferent, nay, is for the moſt Part good 
for nothing, a very vain and empty thing, 
without Subſtance and without Life; not 
only for the Reaſons given above, as it has no 
real Connection with. true Religion, and my | 
Os | 0 


-  Þ =. 2 
1 1 22 A 

n — P ' | 

* N _— * -_ - ” wy 

— — — — DN % ä 


— — — * _ — — S 
« — 
£2... AQ as 3 
225 - 
” 


[ 45 ] 

be believed and profeſſed by the worſt of 
Men; but chiefly, as it has proved the ſad 
Occaſion of infinite Miſchiefs and Diſortlers 
both to religious and civil Societies, and has 
often been employed by artful Men to ſet 
the World in a Flame, to embroil, divide, and 
waſte the Church, and to diſtreſs and inſlave the 
Conſciences of Chriſtians ; but a true Faith 
in Chriſt has never been ſo abuſed, nor is 
capable of ſuch Abuſe ; for let us look into 
the Hiſtory of the Church in all Apes paſt, 
and we ſhall no where find either the Cler- 
gy or Laity ever quarrelling and fighting, who 
ſhall make the moſt or the beſt Subjects of 
Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom ; no, all their an- 
gry Diſputes and Contentions have always 
centered in themſelves, and always will; to 
draw the greateſt Number of Dependants 
and Slaves into their own Party, in order to 
engroſs the Honours and Riches of this 
World into their own Hands; in ſhort, all 
their Ambition has been, as far as poſſible, to 
ſet up and reſtore that temporal Kingdom 
with all its Powers and Prerogatives, which 
they did fo abſolutely and ſolemnly renounce. 
Theſe are the natural Conſequences and 
ban nag Fruits of a doctrinal Faith, when it 
as nothing better to ſupport it, and when 
ſeparated from true Religion, and from the 
5 Authority 
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Authority and Kingdom of Chriſt; but, when 

all our Faith centers in Chriſt as our Sove- 

reign and Head, then it becomes quite ano- 

ther Thing, as different as Light is from 

Darkneſs ; then it grows of a nobler Kind 
and more exalted Nature; does not lie fo 

much in the Underſtanding, and reſt wholly 

in the Mind, as all empty and ſpeculative 

Notions do, but enters into the Soul, attracts 

all the Paſſions and Aﬀections, and captivates 
the very Heart ; for Faith is properly an 
Act of the Will, a Matter of wh Conſent 
and voluntary Choice, as every Thing in 

Religion muſt He, to render it of any Worth 
and Value in the Sight of God, or of any 
Uſe and Benefit to ourſelyes ; and thus does 

Faith conſiſt in a free and ſincere Accep- 
tance of Chriſt for our Lord and Maſter, a 
ſolemn Act of Submiſſion to his Government, 

a voluntary Conſent to become his faithful 

Subjects, and a firm Reſolution to yield a 

ſincere and unreferved Obedience to his 
Laws. y 

I have only to add further, that, tho' Faith 
be ſo important a Branch of true Religion, 
yet it is far from being the Whole ; it is but 
the Foundation or the firſt Step towards Re- 

ligion, a bare Entrance into the Fold of 


Chriſt, and the firſt Beginning of a ſpiritual. 


State; 
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state; and therefore if it does not lead fur- 
ther on, is not attended with ſuitable Fruits, 
and, where Life and Opportunity are given, 
is not followed with a Temper and Behavi- 
our anſwerable to our firſt Engagements, by 
a Courſe of Piety and Virtue ; Faith itſelf 
will do us no manner of Service; be of noreal 
Uſe and Benefit to us, or have any ſalutary 
Influence upon our preſent or future Happi- 
neſs; Chriſtians muſt be concerned, and are 
abſolutely bound, as far as they are able, to 
extinguiſh every uneaſy Ferment, all ſowre 
Emotions, bitter Pathons, and malignant Af- 
fections; to eradicate all the Seeds of Anger 
and Wrath, Vanity and Pride, Rancour and 
Malice, Malevolence and Envy; be kindly 
affetioned one to another, walking in Love, 
as Chriſt loved us, and gave himſelf for us, 
Theſe are the good Works James to earneſt- 
ly recommends and inforces, which are fo 
neceſſary to be added to Faith, to render it 
complete and perfect, and without which it 
would be abſolutely inſignificant and vain, 
nay, like a dead and putrified Carcaſe, loath- 
ſome and offenſive to God and Men (a); and 
to end with the moſt pathetical Exhortation 
of the Apoſtle Paul, If there be any Conſola- 
tion in Chriſt, any Comfort of Love, any 
< (4) James ii. 14, Sc. 

Felluau- 
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Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if there be any Bou. 
els and Mercies left among Chriſtians, let 
them be like-minded one with another, ſtudy 
the Things that mahe for Peace, and unite 
their Hearts and their Hands in the moſt fin - 
cere and cordial Endeavours to ſtrengthen 
and promote, the great, the noble, and the 
moſt eſſential Intereſt of Truth, Religion, and 
Virtue, that they may all, with one Heart and 
one Mouth, glorify God even ibe Father of our I 
Lord Feſus Chrift. | | 

Thus have I endeavoured to draw out a 
true and fair Repreſentation, a juſt and con- 
ſiſtent Scheme, of what I take to be the pe- 
culiar Frame and Conſtitution of the Goſpel ; 
ſhewn what is its diſtinguiſhing Character, 
and the grand, ſingle, uniform Foundation up- 
on which it is built; which gives Life and 
Strength to the Whole, and unites every 8 
other Branch of Religion into one regular, 
uniform, and beautiful Edifice; and where 
therefore all true Chriſtians muſt place their 
main Dependence, and all their moſt valu- 
able Hopes and Intereſts muſt finally and ul- 
| timately center and reſt; and if I have thrown 
any new Light upon ſo difficult and intri- 
cate a Subject, or have given the leaſt Satiſ- 
faction to any candid and ſincere Enquirer, 


my End will be fully anſwered ; and — 
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I truſt, will be ready to excuſe any little In- 
accuracies, minute Explications, or needleſs 
Repetitions, that now and then occur, and 
which I thought neceſſary to render the 
Whole more perſpicuous and evident to all 
ſorts of Chriſtians ; eſpecially as this Matter 
has been ſo much darkened by the Miſtakes 
and Miſtepreſentations of others, and as I 
could expect no Aſſiſtance, in the Purſuit 
thereof, from any other Writings, but thoſe 
of the Bible. 2 

I hope I have given no juſt Occaſion of 
Offence to any ſerious Chriſtian ; I am cer- 
tain that I have carefully endeavoured to a- 
void it, as far as the Nature of the Subject 
would admit of; I profeſs that I belong to 
no particular Party, nor will I ever liſt my- 
ſelf under the Banner of any; it being m. 
whole Ambition to be found united to Chri 
as Head of his Church, and a ſufficjent Ho- 
nour to be accounted the meaneſt Suhiect of 
his ſpiritual Kingdom, | 

I ſolemnly declare that I have no Deſign 
againſt any one particular Party more than 
another, and much leſs againſt any particular 
Perſons therein; I have known worthy Men 
in every Party, and I can ſee Defects and 
Blemiſnes in all Parties; and certainly he is 

the trueſt Friend to them all, who moſt free- 
; "7 0 | * 
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Iy points out to them any real Abuſes, and 
_ candidly endeavours to remove them; and, if 
any imagine themſelves grieved and angrily \ 
complain, it will afford a ſhrewd Suſpicion, 
that they think it for their Intereſt to retain 
them; and it would be to very little Purpoſe 
to attempt the , inſtructing and convincing 
ſuch as have Views and Intereſts, ſeparate 
from Chriſt, and his ſpiritual Kingdom. 
But however it may be worth the while, 
from the Point of View at preſent before us, 
to take a curfory Survey of the State of the 
Church at this Day. As to the Church of 
Rome, it is really no Part of the Church of 
Chriſt; I do not deny, that there may be 
Honeſt Men and good Chriſtians among them, 
and perhaps many more than we are aware 
of ; 1 mean only its internal Frame and Con- 
ſtitution, as diſtin from all other Churches; 
and, as to this, it is ſo far from being Part of 
the Church of Chriſt, and much leſs the 
Whole, as they impudently pretend, that it 
is abſolutely a temporal Kingdom, and a 
worldly Empire, eſtabliſhed on the utter 
Ruin of Chriſt's ſpiritual Kingdom ; it is, 
in ſhort, the moſt monſtrous Compoſition 
of all the moſt hideous Forms of Tyranny 
and Slavery, ſpiritual and temporal ; of De- 
lufion and Impoſture, of favage Cruelty and 

TT, Barbarity, 
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Barbarity, of Polytheiſm and Diaboliſm, and 
of Abſurdity and Contradiction, that ever 
ſubſiſted, or can be ſuppoſed to exiſt in any 
human Society. 

As to Proteſtant Churches, whether Na- 
tional or Provincial, they have plainly all, in 
ſomeReſpects, more or leſsdeparted from their 
firſt Foundations, their great original Char- 
ter ; as there appears, in all, too much of 
a worldly Spirit, mixed with their. moſt ſa- 
cred Things, their religious Conſtitutions be- 
ing in ſo great a Meaſure ſupported by world- 
ly Hopes and Fears, temporal Encourage- 
ments and Sanctions; as further ſo many 
human Forms of Faith and Rites of Wor- 
| ſhip are retained, and impoſed, no where 
appointed byChriſt or his Apoſtles ; and, more 


eſpecially, as they do all ſeem to lay Claim 


to, and are allowed and authorized to exer- 
ciſe, a coercive Power and Force over the 
Faith and Conſciences of Chriſtians, Theſe 
are the principal Grievances, that have fo 
greatly diſtreſſed the Minds of ſerious Chriſ- 
tians, and they have ſo juſtly groaned un- 
der for a long Courſe of Vears; and Thanks 
be to God, that there ate ſuch a large Num- 
ber of good Men ſtill remaining, Perſons of 
the moſt eminent Parts, the mo gt 
ed Accompliſhments, and of the moſt ex- 

G 2 emplary 


| 
| 
| 
| 


- LL — GEE . » 4, ..... I 


tt ni. IK — av ——ů —„- — uùur 4 * 
— 


———„%é — — 4 — — 


— . ——b 


1 ay 
* 4 [ 52 ] as a . my 
emplafy Piety and Virtue, within the Eſta- 
Bliſhment as well as without, who fo ear- 


neſt} aefhreand long for, fo vigorouſly ſtrive 


and labour after, and fo loudly and importu- 
rely ct for, the moſt- ſpeedy Relief; but 
perlyps!the Spirit of Party is not yet ſuffici- 
ny allayed and ſubſided, to bear ſuch a hap- 
py amt defreable Union; tho', if we may 


. be allowed to judge, by all the out ward Ap- 
_ *2pearahiee@' of Things, and by the Face and Aſ- 


pact of the Times, one might be induced to 


be, that there never was a fitter Seaſon, or a 


fairer Opportunity, than what at preſent of- 


fers it ſelf to our Acceptance; when the ve- 
ry Name ef Liberty is become fo dear to 
suefy true Briton, when civil and rational 
Frecdom walk Hand and Hand among us 
yea, hold the moſt peaceful and undiſputed 
Empireytride triamphanr through out Streets, 
ad exefeiſe ſo hear ful and unteſiſted a Do- 
minien im every! Heart and in the Name of 
all that's: ſacred! why © ſhould Conſcienco 
alone) be left to mouùrn in Secret? Why 
fhould that alone, Which is the Jewel of 
gteut Price,” the moſt” precious Treaſure in 
the Univerſe, be ſuffèred to lie groaning 
under Oppreſſion, ſtruggling with the moſt 
grie vduS Chains, and ſinhing under the Iron 
Hand of ſpiritual Tyrantiy ft. 
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And, finally, as to thoſe particular Pyo- 
teſtant Societies that ſubſiſt at preſent among 
us, they do indeed, above all others, pretend 
to the greateſt Purity in Faith and Worthip, 
and profeſs the moſt unreſtrained Liberty in 
Judgment and Practice ; but they mult not 
take it amiſs to be informed, that a great 
deal of Droſs of the old Leaven ſtill re- 
mains among them, and will continue to do 
ſo, as long as they ſupport and impoſe, not 
indeed by any ſpiritual Authority, but by long 
and rooted Cuſtom and Practice, excluſive 
Forms of Doctrine, and diſcriminating Teſts 
of Orthodoxy, on Miniſters and People, ei- 
ther as Conditions of Ordination, or Terms 
of Chriſtian Communion ; which neceſſarily 
keep them at a Diſtance one from another, 
and will render their different Sects and Par- 
ties perpetual and immortal. They have 
no doubt been taught, that they are not 
only uſeful, but neceſſary, to preſerve the 
Purity of Religion; but, beſides what I have 
proved before, that they have not the leaſt 
Connection with true Religion, and are 
equally common to the beſt and vileſt of 
Men, I would obſerve further, that, upon a 
little calm and ſerious Reflection, they may 
eaſily be convinced, that theſe very Things 
gre the latent Seeds of Popery, and the very 
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individual Principles, upon which that e- 
normous Building was at firſt erected, It be- 
gan indeed to be framed very early in the 
Chriſtian Church ; hot and zealous Diſputes 
and Contentions about Doctrines of Faith 
were the firſt Beginnings and Seeds of it; 
human Creeds and” arbitrary Forms of Doc- 
trine, ſet up as Standards of Faith, were the 
Materials out of which it was compoſed ; 
the Canons and Decrees of Synods and 
Councils were the Tools and Engines, that 
formed and moulded them into their proper 
| Shape and Figure; and, finally, it was tempo- 
| ral Authcrity, or a coercive Power, impoſ- 
| ing thoſe Forms of Faith on all the Church- 
| es, that cemented them into one Body, and 
| hid a firm Foundation; after which the Super- 
| ſtructure eaſily roſe up of itſelf, and grew ſo 
amazingly faſt, that in a fewYears it became 
of the moſt ſtupendous Height, and lifted 
its Head above the Clouds, to the inexpreſ- 
| ſible Terror of all Nations. 
Indeed a fatal Shock was given to it at the 
Reformation, and a great Part of the Build- 
ing tumbled down; but however molt. of 
the Fragments ſtill remain, and it would be 
| no difficult Taſk for a ſkilful Artift to put 
them together again, and to reſtore them to 


their former Place and Order ; and our 1 * 
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1 
has ſeaſonably warned us, that the Children 
of this World are generally wiſer than the 
Children of Light (a). 

Does it not then concern all true Proteſ- 
fants moſt carefully to guard againſt theſe 
diabolical Builders, theſe infamous Impoſ- 
ters, that work in the Dark, and that ſub- 
tly watch all Occaſions, and diligently im- 
prove all the Diſſenſions and Animoſities 
of Prote/tants, to the ſtrengthening their own 
dangerous Party, and the eſtabliſhing their 
old Doctrines and Corruptions? And there is 
no other Way of preſerving our holy Religi- 
on ſecure againſt their deep Intrigues, and 
Tubtle Devices, but by utterly demoliſhing 
all the Remainders of felfiſh Views, ſeparate 
Intereſts, and ſpiritual Tyranny; all the Re- 
lics of a gloomy Spirit, flaming Bigotry, 
and bitter Zeal ; and to remove all thoſe 
Weights and Clogs, that fetter the Minds, 
diſtreſs the Conſciences, and reſtrain the Love 
and Charity of Chriſtians, and tend to di- 
vide the Body of Chriſt, and to break the 
Church into different Parties and Factions; 
that all may be enabled to employ their 
whole united 3 and their moſt vigo- 
rous Efforts, againſt the common and moſt 
formidable Enemies of Chriſt and his Reli- 
gion; and all this will be immediately and 

(4) Luke xviii. 8. | | 
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effectuelly accomplithed by embracing this 
grand and univerſal Truth I have been in- 
forcing, by all centering in Chriſt as our ſpi- 
ritual Lord and Head. 
 Skilful Lawyers inform us, that, when a 
State is become corrupt and weak, there is 
no recovering its former Stability and Proſpe- 
rity, but by recurring back to its firſt Prin- 
ciples, and re-eſtabliſhing it upon its original 
Baſis ;- but this is much more true of the 
Chriſtian Society, which was abſolutely per- 
fect at firſt, and therefore muſt every De- 
viation from the ſame be a manifeſt. Cor- 
ruption; nor is it poſſible to reſtore it to its 
priſtine Beauty and Dignity, but by reſtor- 
ing it to its native Simplicity, and fixing it 
on its old Foundation, by returning to Chriſt, 
and eſtabliſhing his ſpiritual Kingdom in its 
full Strength and Luſtre. | 

And can any that call themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, have any Objection to Chriſt's ſpiritual 
Government, or doubt whether ſuch be- 
long to his Flock, that are real Members of 
Government, and faithful Subjects of his 
Kingdom ? For nothing can be more certain 
than this, that Chriſt can have but one Fold, 
and that his Flock and Kingdom are one and 
the ſame Thing, and muſt be, wherever the 
Goſpel is received, of the ſame Extent, and 


conſiſt of the fame Members; and conſe- 


quently 
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quently whoever belong to the one, muſt 
neceſſarily make Part of the other; and how 
dare any then diſown ſuch, or reject them 
from their Society or Fellowſhip, who have 
ſubmitted to Chriſt's Authority, and are con- 
cerned to do his Will and keep all his Com- 

mands? _ | | 
And let Men eſpecially conſider, what a 
ſmall and ſlender Sacrifice they are called 
on to make, in order to obtain ſo valuable a 
Bleſſing as Union and Peace; really and in Ef- 
fect juſt nothing at all, not ſo much as any 
of thoſe Dactrines they are ſo fond of and lay 
ſo much Streſs upon. No ſuch Conditions are 
required; the great Truth I have been re- 
commending, does not in the leaſt interfere 
with any Chriſtian's private Opinion, be it 
what it will; they may continue to believe 
their peculiar Doctrines as much, to hold 
them as faſt, to profeſs them as freely, and 
to defend them as ſtrenuouſly as before. The 
only Thing expected is, that they do not re- 
2 or impoſe them on others, and that 
they do not make them Terms of Chriſtian 
Fellowſhip, or Chriſtian Friendſhip; in ſhort, 
only that they renounce all thoſe malignant 
Paſſions of Anger and Wrath, Bitterneſs and 
Zeal, that have fo long divided the Body of 
Chriſt, and continue to embroil and may 
H = 
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ſo many Chriſtian Societies; and, if they can- 
not be prevailed with to part with theſe, will 
not the World have Reaſon to ſuſpect, that, 
inſtead of the Cauſe of Truth, the Honour 
of Chriſt, and the Support of real Religion, 
they are only purſuing their own partial 
Views, {&lfiſh Deſigns, and private Intereſts ? 

No Society can ſubſiſt without Union, and 
leaſt of all the 'Chriſtian, which is expoſed 
on every Side to the moſt threatening Snares 


and Dangers, and ſurrounded by the moſt nu- 


merous and potent Enemies; which ought 
therefore to be the moſt compact and firm- 
ly united Body in the World; not by an Uni- 
ty of Opinions, that can be of no Uſe, nor 
any Way neceſſary, nay, is utterly impoſſi- 
ble; but by that which is vaſtly more deſirea- 
ble, infniiely more excellent, an Unity of 


Hearts, and an Harmony of Affections; that 


Chriſtians.may be one, as Chriſt and the Fa- 
therare one ; and that Love may once more 
become the diſtinguiſhing Character of Chri- 
ſtians, as Chriſt has exprefly injoined. 
Wherefore then, as there is but one Lord, 
one Spirit, one Faith, one God and Father 
of all, and as we are called to one glorious 
Hope, to the Purſuit of one and the fame 
heavenly and everlaſting Inheritance, let all 
fincere Chriſtians and true Proteſtants em- 
ploy their joint moſt effectual Endeavours 
5 we to 
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to teey the Unity of the Spirit in the cloſeſt 
and moſt endearing Bonds of Love and Peace; 
and then, and not till then, may they ex- 
pect, that the Spirit of God and Glory will 
reſt upon them; that true Religion will re- 
cover its juſt Credit and Honour, and ſhine 
forth in all its native Beauty, Dignity and 
Luſtre; and then will Chriſt build them 
up a ſpiritual Houſe, a moſt lovely and beau- 
tiful Structure, the brighteſt Emblem, and 
moſt amiable perfect Image, of the bleſſed 
Society above, the Church triumphant in 
Heaven, ; 
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